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New and Improved! 
The Annual FoundaƟ on meeƟ ng is scheduled to be held April 28, 2018 beginning at 9am, at 
the West Akron Apostolic ChrisƟ an Church. Men, women and youth encouraged to aƩ end.

Lord willing, a missionary conference will be held prior to 
Eastern Camp to encourage, support, and bless some of our 

missionaries.

Donations are being accepted to help defer the cost. 
You can send them to the ACCF, and earmark them 

ACC Missionary Conference.

Some of these missionaries may be available after Eastern 
Camp to visit your local Church fellowship in person. 

Please contact Bro. Willie Ritzmann to coordinate a vist:
willie.ritzmann@accmbc.org or 519-577-1138

All things were made by him; and without him 
was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life; and the life was the light of men. 
- John 1:3, 4
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Adonai – Las Garzas

“Teacher Karen”, Marcos 
screamed running into our 
children’s Bible hour and 
bursting into tears. “You 
didn’t wait for ME to start”. 
I tried to explain to him that 
it was time to start so we 
started singing, and now we 
are going to have our Bible 
class, but he wasn’t happy. 
He wanted to sing. 

I followed him to his class, 
age 4-7 and we sang two 
songs with him, calming him 
down a bit. Funny thing is, 
he lives exactly in front of our church, not far at all.

When Marcos started coming 3 years ago, he couldn’t 
sit still. He was growing up in a family of 2 brothers 
and a sister 
(now 4 kids), 
no limits, no 
rules, and raised 
by grandma. 
He interrupted 
our class, 
drew attention 
to himself, 
and bothered 
everyone 
around, often 
making them 
cry. He was 
taken home 
several times because of total distraction, but we 
worked through weekly counseling and visiting, always 
encouraging him, his mom and his grandma to keep 
sending him because we really WANT to keep working 
with him. We assured them that God will be working in 
his heart. Then, things started changing. 

Marcos started sitting a little quieter, he started singing 
the songs, he memorized his verses, and he retold 
the stories to his mom. The WORD was revealed and 
received. God was changing him to the point of him 
breaking down when worship was started without him.

Matthew 11:25 "At that time Jesus answered and 
said, “I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 
that You have hidden these things from the wise and 
prudent and have revealed them to babes."

What joy to see tender hearts learning of 
God’s unchanging love, and responding to his 
call.

Church building

Thank you so much for your donations toward 
our church building. We have started up the 
construction once again, and we are working 
on the fl oors. We are still having services in 
our garage, next door to church. 
We are blessed by all of you who support us 
in so many ways. 

Colegio Privado Adonai

Our school opened February 12, 2003 with 58 
students. God has walked us through these 15 
years, raising up new generations for his Kingdom. 
Some of these students actually started with us since 
kindergarten. Some participate in local churches, and 
most of them have a deep understanding of God’s 
word. Now, from Pre-K to 12th grade, there are 340 
students. Ninety-fi ve of the 340 students have been 
granted fi nancial aid from North American churches 
through scholarships.

We thank ALL OF YOU for the fi nancial support for our 
students. 

Oscar and Karen

Paraguay
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FAITH EVANGELICAL MISSION WORLDWIDE REPORT

We pray that this report fi nds you and your families in a 
good state of health and well being. We are grateful to the 
Almighty that He has brought us this far.

Please fi nd below the Mission's report for end of 2017.

HOSPITAL: The hospital conƟ nued to experience some 
liquidity problems due to the rather slow payment of the 
claims posture of the NaƟ onal Health Insurance Authority. 
The allocaƟ on made to the Hospital out of the last 

remiƩ ance helped in the 
seƩ lement of some very 
long outstanding debts 
due the pharmaceuƟ cal 
companies. AƩ endance 
at the hospital remains 
strong. There is however 
a need to develop a new 
ward on the ground fl oor 
to cater to the paƟ ents in 
labor.

OSU CHURCH: Work 
conƟ nues on the 
offi  ce block of the 
Church. The electrical 
wiring of the block 
has been completed. 
The plastering of the 
block has also been 

started and 33% of the plastering has been completed.

TEMA CHURCH: The work on the ground fl oor of 
the church building has started aŌ er stacking some 
building materials. Progress on the construcƟ on is expected 
to be brisk.

NSAWAM CHURCH: Part of the Church premises was 
wrecked in a rainstorm and repair work has started in 
earnest. 

MANDELA CHURCH: Payment for this property conƟ nues. 
The family is in the process of preparing the ownership 
documents for the Mission. 

KORLE GONNO CHURCH: ConstrucƟ on of the fi nal pillars of 
the building has been put into place.

SCHOOL: The school conƟ nues to perform well. The 
decoraƟ ve metal on the walls are now fi xed and the grounds 
of the forecourt have been graded. AŌ er the grading, about 
three quarters of the forecourt has been concreted. The 
outside of the school has also now been painted.

BROTHER REX'S FUNERAL: 
By the grace of God, 
the Mission has been 
able to give Brother Rex a befi ƫ  ng burial. Our chief aim 
in organizing the funeral was to give God the glory He 
deserves and to bury His servant in a befi ƫ  ng manner. We 
give glory to God and to all our supporters who helped us in 
this diffi  cult Ɵ me. 

The government recognized the good works of our Bro. 
Rex, so the forecourt of the state house was given to us to 
use and this is where we held the fi nal funeral rites for our 
brother. The Ghana Police band was also helpful.

We take this opportunity to thank you all in the USA and the 
church in Canada for your support in prayers and fi nances. 
May God bless you all. 

Ghana
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Going into 2018, we have a lot to refl ect on…
Our year was once again fi lled with many blessings, 
and also many tears as we said our farewells to more 
children who moved on to new families. This year, we 
welcomed 12 more children into our families (as some 
came, and some leŌ ).

Lazar’s home went from having 2 brothers and their 
“Papa”, to having 4 kids. Daniel and Natasha went from 
a family of 5 kids to 9 (due to an emergency call for 
a temporary home for some children who could no 
longer be housed at the shelter). The days were fi lled 
with diapers and laundry, but we always made sure the 
emoƟ onal needs of the children were met fi rst. All the 
kids LOVE to sing, so most mornings would begin with 
breakfast, then praise. Although none of the children 
had ever been taught any songs before their arrivals, 
they all quickly started picking up the words and… 
would always try their best at the melody. The older 
boys would always learn the quickest, and could be 
heard throughout the day singing and trying to teach 
their younger “siblings” to say the proper words to 
“Jesus, Lover of My Soul”, “What a Friend we Have In 
Jesus”, “Jesus Loves Me” and many others. SomeƟ mes, 
play sessions would abruptly come to an end as Juan 
(our 6 year old) would exclaim in exasperaƟ on, “No 
Ismael, that is not how the song goes. Please listen to 
the words, or you won’t be geƫ  ng any candy for a long 
Ɵ me”.

Some of our kids also began school for the fi rst Ɵ me, 
including Juan at the age of 6. In Mexico, they have a 
rule that your age determines your grade, no maƩ er 
if you have had prior educaƟ on or not. Poor Juan… he 
was going into a grade where most kids already knew 
the alphabet, numbers, basic addiƟ on and subtracƟ on, 
how to read, write… and he knew none of this. The 
director ensured us that they had a great team to 
work with children who were behind. We soon came 
to learn, that the great team was supposed to be 
us, the parents. Every day, Juan was sent home with 
all the uncompleted homework for us to “teach” to 
him. Although it was diffi  cult, trying to manage hours 
playing catch-up with his schooling and the rest of 
the house-hold, by the grace of God, in a mere maƩ er 
of 3 months, he now knows his alphabet, numbers, 
basic addiƟ on and subtracƟ on, and is starƟ ng to sound 

words out on his way to reading. 
Lazar’s kids all arrived “behind” 
in their schooling as well, but 
thankfully are sƟ ll in pre-school. 

Lazar has been diligently working with them in regards 
to their numbers and leƩ ers, and they are blossoming. 
They all really enjoy school, and we look forward to, 
hopefully, seeing good results in the future once they 
are more caught-up.

One huge blessing we are looking forward to in 2018, 
Lord-willing, is having Sis. Rebecca Florica (from 
Harrow) joining us as a care-giver. Her help will be 
greatly appreciated, and she is a natural with all the 
kids. She may be coming later in the year, depending 
on the Ɵ ming of her visa approval. We pray all will 
go smoothly with her transiƟ on and the move! It will 
be great having her. On another note, we also will 
be starƟ ng construcƟ on later on in the year, as God 
provides the funds! We are SO GRATEFUL, beyond 
words, to each of you who have supported us thus 
far, and those who conƟ nue to give, not only towards 
the monthly expenses, but now also towards the 
construcƟ on of a new home. Really… we don’t have 
enough words to say thank you. Already, 70% of the 
funds have been collected towards the total needed 
for the new building project! That is incredible! We 
know none of it would be possible without God 
working through each of you, so, thank you! We 
will conƟ nue to keep you all updated as the year 
progresses.

This year, we had a mulƟ tude of visitors as well, so 
much so that it would be impossible to list everyone. 
Be assured, we appreciated each of you (whether it 
was for a short-term stay or longer) and the love you 
poured on our families and our precious kids. 

As 2017 came to a close, we realize more and more 
with each passing year just how precious each day 
SHOULD be to us. Part of this realizaƟ on was brought 
on by 3 of our kids leaving right around Christmas... 
Years can pass by fl eeƟ ngly, but if we don’t value each 
day, the year can easily escape us. Looking back on 
the children we said good-bye to this year (SebasƟ an, 
Ivanna, Diana, Gabriel, Mateo, Ismael, and Jacobo), we 
never think “I wish we would have spent less Ɵ me with 
them”, but rather, more.

Little Hands Orphanage
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There could have always been more cuddles, more 
love, more reading, more family ouƟ ngs… Make the 
most of each day. As we are seeing, we ourselves never 
can tell from day-to-day who will be here with us or 
gone tomorrow, but we do know that the memories 
they will take with them, will be the Ɵ mes that were 
spent tending to their hearts. And, we can already 
see that THOSE are the memories GOD uses to reach 
others... as many of their new families have even 
expressed to us, that these children have taught them 
how to pray and praise the Lord. May we each value 
what God has given us today, for we never know what 
tomorrow will hold! And, we pray many blessings on 
each of you for what lies ahead in 2018! Be blessed! 
And thank you again for your constant love and 
support.

Daniel and Natasha Cervantes

Pictures deleted per 
DIF 

requirements
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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

We would like to share about one 
of our boys, Gustavo. He is 16, likes to make friends, talk, ride his bike, watch 
movies, and play video games, all-in-all a typical teen. 

Gustavo is the only boy here who is not from Nepomuceno and was an 
exceptional case that the judge authorized. By last report, his parents do not 
want to take responsibility for Gustavo and they believe he should stay at Familia 
Adonai, because if he was with them, he would be using drugs. His parents 
are separated and both have new families. His older sisters are involved in 
drug traffi  cking. It is a very sad scenario, which does not off er a lot of hope for 
Gustavo. The judge does not seem to be interested in making decisions about his 
future. Pray for the judge responsible for Gustavo’s process, that he will not forget the boy’s situation and 
make the right decisions in regard to his future.

He has a somewhat defi ant attitude, and he has made some bad choices in the past. Gustavo was 
baptized in 2016, but is in need of continued discipleship and mentoring. At times, he shows an interest in 
the things of God, but there appears to be a real apathy to his faith. 
1. Pray that he will desire to know God more and seek after the things of Him. 
2. Pray for a strengthening of his faith. 
3. Pray that Gustavo would recognize God’s love for him and that no bitterness would grow because of 

his parents’ neglect. 

Thank you for your faithful prayers on our behalf and your fi nancial support. We are grateful.

Juarez and Jane Toth, Katy and Heltton Brandao

In September-2017, Brothers Willie 
Ritzmann, his father Robert Ritzmann, and Zoran Lisulov visited Hungary, 
Serbia and Romania. During their stay, they made many fond memories as they 
worshiped with our brethren in these countries. 

While there, they had an opportunity to 
discuss the upcoming challenges to the relief 
work there and adjustments that need to be 
made. These changes are necessary to keep 
up with the growing needs, as circumstances 
change, but will remain on a ‘most urgent 
needs’ fi rst basis. 

The plan includes expanding our work in Romania and the Ukraine, in 
recogniƟ on of the needs established during their trip. 

Lord willing, and with your help, the European Projects CommiƩ ee will be able 
to conƟ nue to support the following projects in 2018:

• Benevolence; Medical Aid; Hungarian, Romanian and Ukrainian Aid
• EducaƟ on/Bursaries
• Indjija Assisted Living Home operaƟ on
• TransportaƟ on Assistance

Please earmark your donaƟ ons to the “European Projects CommiƩ ee” and one of the chariƟ es listed above, 
or to the “European Projects CommiƩ ee General Fund”. Once a parƟ cular need is met, funds will be used on 
a ‘where needed most’ basis. 

European Projects
Committee

Support for Eastern European Churches

Nepomuceno
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Happy 2018 from all of us at Lifesong Harmony School! 

Unfortunately, 2018 already proves to be challenging, 
as there is a severe Cholera outbreak in Zambia.  
Sadly, many are sick and some have died, as a result. 
The school was scheduled to open in the middle of 
January, but we had no choice, but to extend the 
opening by a week. To those of you who may not 
be familiar with this type of disease, Cholera is a 
potenƟ ally fatal (if leŌ  untreated) bacterial infecƟ on 
that is caused by contaminated water and food. Poor 
sanitaƟ on, crowding, and famine are some of the 
reasons Cholera is sƟ ll a threat in some parts of the 
world. Please pray that the staff  and students at the 
school are safe, and for the Chipata Community (the 
compound where most of our students live) at large. 

However, not all news at the start of 2018 is bad. We 
are thrilled to be able to welcome back our Grade 7 
students, to conƟ nue on to Grade 8. Let me back up 
a bit so that I can explain. From its incepƟ on, Lifesong 
Harmony School could only provide the community 
with a primary educaƟ on – meaning that the school 
only went up to Grade 7. AŌ er our students graduated 
from Grade 7, they had no way of conƟ nuing to go to 
school. As a staff  and ministry, we were burdened by 
the idea that the kids would be faced with the same 
obstacles that they started out with… no means by 
which to go to school. No child should be denied the 
right to go to school, so now that the high school is 
opened, we can conƟ nue to provide our students with 
the educaƟ on that they so desperately need.  

In other news, the library at the school is being 
used! Thanks to all who parƟ cipated in geƫ  ng books 
out to that part of the world – we currently have 
approximately 5000 books. It’s amazing to see the 
children enjoying something that is taken for granted 
in other parts of the world. 

We are excited to announce that 25 girls have been 
selected to board at Lifesong Harmony Home! Each 
liƩ le one comes from a diffi  cult home environment, 
so the idea of being able to provide for them in this 
way is remarkable. Poverty is a huge obstacle that 

the students 
face (Chipata 
Compound 
is one of the poorest areas in Kitwe) and that oŌ en 
leads to a host of other problems. Despite the families' 
desire to be able to provide the best for their children, 
many are unable to.

The high school washrooms are fi nally completed! 
Without the washrooms, the Ministry of EducaƟ on 
would not have given approval for the high school. 
Dennis and Kenneth have decided that they would 
only build as they need. So, we opened up two grade 8 
classrooms this year, and God willing, we will conƟ nue 
to open two classrooms each year unƟ l the whole high 
school is completed. We came across a quote which 
says, “He who opens a school door, closes a prison”. 
We hope and pray that rings true in all of the lives at 
Lifesong Harmony School.  

Finally, and most importantly, we have had children 
approaching our leadership asking about bapƟ sm.  
The children meet weekly to discuss the bible at 
chapel, and there are devoƟ ons done daily in each 
class. We are grateful to God to witness the changing 
of hearts….perhaps even potenƟ al future leaders of 
Zambia, with a Christ-centered worldview. 

Current needs:
• AddiƟ onal Sponsorships of $40/month.  
• Funds for medical clinic -$5000
• Funding for addiƟ onal high school classrooms - 

$15,000/classroom
• 30 desks for Grade 8 students - $3,200
• School Bus balance - $10,000
• Solar panel set-up - $25,000
• Vehicle for Kenneth (school project manager) - 

$10,000

Thank you for your fi nancial and prayer support. We 
appreciate your conƟ nued investment in this ministry. 

- Dennis and Yasna

Zambia

“As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household of faith.” 

Galatians 6:1 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

God has done so many things for us in the past few 
months! We would like to share some of these things, 
as well as prayer requests, so you know how to 
support Cannan Land Ministries (CLM) in prayer.

At the beginning of November, we received a new 
girl, age 16, named Patrícia. We are sƟ ll geƫ  ng to 
know her and her needs.  Please pray that she will 
open her heart to receive God’s love and healing.

In December, we were blessed with many events, 
visitors, and donaƟ ons of Christmas presents for the 
kids.  The fi rst visitor was Viktória Fulop, who arrived 
at the beginning of December and stayed with us for 
nearly a month. Viktória is a missionary from Hungary 
who spent many years at CLM before moving on 
to work with PAZ in northern Brazil. In addiƟ on to 
meeƟ ng with old and new friends here, she was able to give 
her tesƟ mony and share God’s Word with the whole CLM 
family at a special gathering held at Mary’s house. On this 
day, she showed many pictures of the place she now lives 
and the people who live and work there. She also taught 
the kids to make Christmas cookies which were then served 
at CLM’s Christmas gatherings.

Shortly aŌ er Viktória arrived, Raquel arrived to stay.  
Raquel is a missionary from the state of Goiás, in central 
Brazil. AŌ er spending her vacaƟ on Ɵ me at CLM during the 
past two years, she felt God calling her to come to serve as 
a long-term missionary at CLM. She is helping in the offi  ce 
on weekdays and helping with the kids on weekends.

Just before Christmas, Dr. Chuck arrived for his annual 
visit, this Ɵ me with his granddaughter Annabelle. As is 
his custom, he led strategic planning meeƟ ngs with the 
leadership team. He also met with the caregivers to help 
idenƟ fy problems and propose soluƟ ons. While he was in 
meeƟ ngs with CLM team members, Anna was able to get 
to know the CLM family, learn some Portuguese, and make 
new friends.

CLM had several Christmas gatherings. On Christmas Eve, 
all the families got together for the tradiƟ onal Brazilian 
Christmas Eve dinner. Each family contributed a dish, and 
we were able to pray, fellowship and dine together. On 
Christmas morning, we had our tradiƟ onal breakfast of 
sugary cereals. AŌ er breakfast, we went upstairs to the 
family room and found the presents under the Christmas 
tree. One by one, each child, caregiver and member of 
the leadership team opened their presents with the help 

of a friend of their choosing. 
We were grateful to have the 
presents donated by the AC 
church in UƟ nga, São Paulo, as 

well as members of the community of Entre Rios, who have 
faithfully served CLM in this way for decades!

On the night aŌ er Christmas, we all received the new CLM 
t-shirt, emblazoned with Jeremiah 29:11: “For I know the 
thoughts that I think toward you, saith the LORD, thoughts 
of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.” 
We all put on our new shirts and took the group picture 
for this year. AŌ er the picture, we all headed to a high-end 
pizza restaurant in the colony (Paulistana Pizza Bar), which 
opened its doors to us to donate an evening of pizzas for 
all the kids, employees and volunteers. It was a very special 
evening and everyone was very thankful for the dedicaƟ on 
of the owners and their employees who served us with the 
best quality pizzas they had. But in the end, they thanked 
us, saying they could see that what was just an everyday 
event for them, ended up being very meaningful for CLM.  
They also praised and publicized CLM’s work on social 
media, leading to greater visibility and respect for CLM’s 
work among their clients.
 
On December 29, Mary and 

Marilda organized a dinner with 
the adult children of CLM (CLM 
Plus) in a rented room in the 
colony. It was very good to see 
the grown CLM children with 
their families. There was lots of 
conversaƟ on, reminiscing about 
the past, and updaƟ ng one 
another about their lives now.  
Viktória, Bethany, and Mary 
were happy to be able to spend 
some Ɵ me with those they took care 
of as liƩ le children.  

Canaan Land Ministries

Patricia
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On January 8, we had a going away party for Carlos Daniel, 
who leŌ  later that week. Carlos had been at CLM since he 
was 12, and aŌ er turning 18 in November, was anxious 
to take the next 
steps toward 
being on his own. 
The technical 
team was able 
to fi nd a sister 
who is willing to 
let him live with 
her family. She 
and her husband 
will be fi nding 
work for him and 
encouraging him 
to conƟ nue his studies. 
Please pray for this 
transiƟ on in his life and for his brother Leonardo, 15, who 

conƟ nues at CLM.

During the last two 
weeks of January, we had 
a very special visit from 
missionary denƟ st Viviane 
and her son, Pedro. Viviane 
had already come to CLM 
several Ɵ mes to provide 
free dental services for the 
kids and missionaries.  This 

Ɵ me, she came to do special 
acƟ viƟ es with the kids during 
their summer vacaƟ on. She 

organized a Bible study compeƟ Ɵ on between the houses, a 
dinner in which everyone had to go with their clothes inside 
out to remind us that we are not to be conformed to this 
world, a 4-day VacaƟ on Bible School, and outdoor acƟ viƟ es. 
Everyone had a lot of fun while learning more about God’s 
Word. Vivi’s son Pedro had never been to CLM and was sad 
to leave. He made many friendships and had a lot of fun 
with the CLM 
kids.

During 
January and 
February, Mary 
Gibson and 
her son Todd 
and grandson 
Nicolas have 
been in the 
States and 
have been able to talk 
with many of you about what God is doing at CLM and the 
fi nancial needs we have in order to keep CLM open. Thanks 

to those of you who have expressed willingness to support 
CLM in the future, so that we can conƟ nue fulfi lling the 
calling God has placed on our hearts: caring for children 
from broken families, so that through God’s love, the cycle 
of destrucƟ on in these families can be broken.

We are especially thankful that God has begun to provide 
for CLM’s great fi nancial needs. A large donaƟ on from 
the sale of the Pasadena Apostolic ChrisƟ an Church 
has provided for a reserve fund that has enabled the 
FoundaƟ on to make the commitment of maintaining CLM 
through 2018. Monthly giving increased some at the end of 
2017, but we sƟ ll have a long way to go to get to a level that 
will meet CLM’s monthly needs on a long-term basis. Lord 
willing, two of the CLM Board Members will be spending 
Ɵ me at Eastern Camp in July, to talk with more of you 
regarding CLM and how the Apostolic ChrisƟ an Church in 
the U.S. and Canada 
can conƟ nue to make 
a diff erence in the 
ministry of CLM.

We enter February 
with hope that God 
will conƟ nue to 
bless and guide this 
ministry. Please pray for the 
CLM kids as they are returning to school in mid-February, 
aŌ er their summer break. Pray for the caregivers, for 
strength and wisdom for their daily tasks of ministering to 
children from diffi  cult places. Pray for the leadership team, 
as we provide support and direcƟ on for the daily acƟ viƟ es 
of CLM. May God be glorifi ed in all we do!

CounƟ ng on your prayers,

The CLM Team

Caregivers: Celia, Susana & Gerson, Thaís & CrisƟ ano, 
Claudio & Daniele, Raphael & Dina

Internal Leadership: Mary, Bethany
Tech team: Altair (psychologist), Luciana (social worker) 
Finances: Marilda, Raquel
Board of Directors: Anderson Kasnocha, Nilson, Anderson 

Lemke, Juan

Visit CLM online at:
Website: associacaocanaa.org.br
Facebook: @clmhome
Instagram: @associacaocanaaclm
TwiƩ er: @canaaclm
YouTube: Associação Canaã - CLM

Carlos Daniel

Dr. Chuck and 
Annabelle

Viktoria

Pedro and Viviane
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SPIM
January, 2018

At the beginning of this New 
Year, the Lord gave us the 
verse: “May God arise, may 
His enemies be scattered, 
may His foes fl ee before Him.” 
Psalm 68:1. 

Our faith is in our Mighty God, 
to fi ght battles for us in every 
circumstance we face at our 
ages of 84 and 87 years!

We cannot believe how quickly 2017 
went by, but will now share some of our 
ministry events with you.

Victor made one more trip to PNG in March 
for a short visit to update world events for church 
leaders who don’t have the access to news as we 
do. Realizing that this may be his fi nal PNG visit ever, 
they gave “Papa Abraham”, as they call him, a very 
touching “goodbye” poster which we now have in our 
offi  ce. The Scripture included, is Hebrews 1:7-8 & 1 
Thess. 4:17. A part of the personal message reads:  
“There’s a hole in our hearts that tears cannot mend. 
but we know there’s a reason why we have to say ‘Goodbye’.” 
Meanwhile, we can have ongoing involvement by phone or 
email, while Bro. Willie Ritzmann is doing a fantastic job of 
taking over from us with supervision & support, along with love & 
commitment.

In April, we were again blessed to assist in presenting a 
Passover meal for any interested in the Cairns Community, 
with good participation and appreciation. 

In May & June, we traveled to Israel to participate in a 
Reconciliation Conference of Jews & Christians, as well as 
to attend the ICEJ Director’s meeting. We also assisted Pst. 
Peter Harut from PNG to attend the meeting, as the ICEJ 
leadership wanted to confi rm his replacement as PNG ICEJ 
Director, due to the loss of former Bro.Bezalel Tegi, who 
passed away early in 2017. Victor was able to be Bro. Peter’s 
guide for the conference meetings and around Jerusalem. 
We thank the Lord that Pst. Peter was then prayerfully 
dedicated to fi ll the position and has aptly taken on his 
responsibilities, after returning home to PNG.

Then, an unexpected medical attack arose with Victor just 
a few days before we were to leave Israel. Due to severe 
back and chest pain, a nearby medical center cleared him of 
any cardiac concern. Yet, two days later, he broke out in a 
nasty rash of shingles on the left side of his back. It has now 
been 6 months since this fi rst appeared, with more shingles 
symptoms following. Fatigue and some short-term memory 
loss continues. We need ongoing prayer for total healing.

Another unexpected event came up in October. The 
ICEJ leaders had selected Victor to receive the annual 
prestigious Nehemiah Award for 2017, for his past outreach 
to the Pacifi c Island nations to prayerfully stand with Israel 
across the South Pacifi c against anti-Semitism and voting 
bias in the Middle East and beyond. We were humbled, 
yet simultaneously greatly blessed, to receive the award. 
However, it meant we had to go back to Jerusalem for the 

October Conference to receive the recognition. 

With the shingles still active in Victor’s system, it 
wasn’t easy for us to return to Israel, but the Lord 
enabled us and made the impossible—possible! 
It was so moving to see 3000 of our own Pacifi c 

Islanders among 90 other nations attending 
the huge 2017 ICEJ Event, of some 6000 
participants! We give Him all honor & praise, as 
He alone is worthy and we have been only willing 
servants. 

Shortly following, we were already back in Cairns 
when Pres. Trump made the eternal Declaration 
that Israel (i.e., Jerusalem) is Jewish, period. 
To the ire of the Palestinian masses who cried 
foul to the UN, this led to a poll of 128 nations, 
who either abstained or voted against the Trump 

declaration, not to mention the Bible! However, nine nations 
specifi cally voted for Israel, including the US and Israel proper, 
plus seven other SPIM-connected Pacifi c nations that had 
our fi nger prints all over them! THANK YOU, FATHER!  See I 
Kings 11:32-36.

In December, we celebrated Hanukkah in remembrance 
of the cleansing of the temple by the Maccabees and the 
miracle of oil for the menorah that was only enough for one 
day, but lasted for eight days! Also, we rejoiced in celebrating 
the birth of our Messiah, and are eagerly looking for His 
second coming—we can hardly wait!

This year, our family was stretched around the globe from 
the Philippines, Brazil, USA, & Israel, with us in Australia. 
Even though separated by miles, we rejoice that our family is 
committed to serving the Almighty!

Thank you for your prayer support and gifts this past year. We 
are rejoicing for recent revival in the area in PNG where we 
ministered for many years. We think of the verse that says, 
“…one plants, another waters but God gives the increase.” As 
you have shared with us in ministry, may you also rejoice with 
us in the ongoing harvest. We have had to cut back on some 
ministry, but we want to have open spirits and minds to know 
how we can still be used as His servants.

With Blessings and Shalom,
The Schlatters ~ Victor & Elsie
South Pacifi c Island Ministries, Inc.
www.spim.org.au • spimaust@gmail.com
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Current Foundation 
Needs and News:

Urgent need: Prayer for all missions (domesƟ c and foreign), 
ministries (of churches and individuals/families) and missionaries (families, safety, health, spiritual walk, etc.)

Youth Choir planning is in process for this summer. Please pray for the planners, the selecƟ on of director(s), choir members 
and Churches, that the Gospel would reach 
prepared hearts- in the choir, in the Churches 
and in the communiƟ es.

Small Churches face signifi cant challenges: 
fi nancial struggles, staffi  ng concerns, and thus 
community impact. Please pray about how the 
Lord may ask you to help.

Zambia: A medical trip is in the planning 
stages for this year. If interested, contact Bro. 
Mark Varga to let him know your availability, so 
they can schedule appropriately: mark.varga@
lifesongfororphans.ca.

ACCF VISION: The Apostolic Christian Church Foundation serves 
the needs of our members and churches in North America and 
around the world, and assists in their efforts to spread the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

ACCF MISSION: To provide information, programs, financial 
resources and other services to our churches in North America 
and missionary projects around the world for the purpose of 
spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ and the salvation of lost 
souls.

ACCF PURPOSES: Evangelization; visitation; service; education 
and publications; church 
buildings; representation; 
committees; and aid.

Foundation Corner
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